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OLD COAST ROAD — FALCON 

Grievance 

MR Z.R.F. KIRKUP (Dawesville) [9.47 am]: My grievance is also to the Minister for Transport. At the outset 
I would like to thank her and the government Whip for accommodating a change in times to allow the opposition 
to have its grievances at the end of grievances, because it was a slightly busy morning this morning. I take this 
opportunity on behalf of the opposition to welcome the new Leader of the Opposition, the member for 
Scarborough, and the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, the member for Nedlands, and thank the member for 
Riverton for his service. 

My grievance is in relation to Old Coast Road in Falcon and Wannanup, in particular, in my district. If members 
do not know, Old Coast Road is the main road in my district. It is effectively a spine that services most of my seat 
and the community south of Mandurah. It is a very busy road, and over time it has become much more congested. 
There are some congestion issues with bridge access and things like that. With the congestion comes some concerns 
about accessibility and the ability of pedestrians to cross what is now a very large and busy road. Almost immediately 
after I was elected I was contacted by residents, in particular by parents whose children go to Falcon Primary 
School. The area where a school bus stops on Old Coast Road is a 90-kilometre-an-hour zone, and children 
have to cross four lanes, and sometimes have to walk through the bus access area, before they can walk to school. 
A 90-kilometre-an-hour zone presents quite a lot of issues. There are islands in some parts to make crossing areas, 
but they are poorly maintained and not very well marked, and there is not a lot of infrastructure around them. Some 
of the bus bays are also pretty relaxed and not up to the standard that I expect to see on such a busy road that is 
servicing a large population. It is interesting to me because Old Coast Road has oversight from Main Roads’ 
Bunbury office, and I appreciate the government’s regional focus on that.  

But I believe we are still maintaining a very regional focus on that road and I do not think that has necessarily 
moved with the times in respect to the density that has now occurred in Falcon and Wannanup, in particular. 
I welcome the density but it means that the services need to be upgraded to keep up with demand. After meeting 
with a number of parents at Falcon, and at a later date at one of the church groups, we had some correspondence 
with the minister’s office. One of the records we have from September 2017 requested that the Road Safety 
Commissioner have a look at that area from a safety point of view. It is very dangerous to cross that area. In 
November 2017, we had some responses from the minister pointing out some of the refuge island areas, and 
I appreciate those responses from the minister. The problem is there are still very young children going to primary 
school and crossing the 90-kilometre-an-hour road. They have to basically bolt it so they miss the cars. I also 
appreciate that there are some areas on Old Coast Road where seniors are crossing. Some seniors are on gophers 
or are mobility impaired, and crossing a four-lane 90 kays road presents some challenges, especially when the 
refuge island is maybe one and a half metres to two metres wide. 

Dr D.J. Honey: They need to go fast. 

Mr Z.R.F. KIRKUP: Yes, they do. They need to go very quickly to get across there, member for Cottesloe. 
Further to that, we have managed to get a bit of a community campaign going. We wrote to the minister’s office 
again seeking the road safety review that the minister initially indicated to us. I appreciate the response that her 
chief of staff came back with and no doubt the minister is aware that the review identified that the path crossings 
were in poor condition, which can deter pedestrians from using them. The bus stops were not configured to the 
pedestrian paths very well, and the compliance with the road speed was not really a problem, so it did not warrant 
a reduction in speed. As part of this grievance, what we are asking for as part of the community petition, which has 
garnered more than 340 signatures thus far, is to identify where young children cross to go to school—Duke Street 
and perhaps one other area—and get a road crossing guard or some signage or infrastructure or the amber 
flashing lights to indicate that children are crossing during school hours. It would not necessarily be relevant in 
a 40-kilometre-an-hour zone, but it would be necessary to identify that there are young kids crossing to go to 
school during school hours. I realise and appreciate that that would not be done in a 90-kilometre-an-hour zone. 
The speed would have to drop down to around 70 kays, and that is certainly what we would be seeking. 

I appreciate the regional focus that Main Roads has, but in looking at the existing disparity in speed, Old Coast Road 
goes from Peelwood down to the estuary. It crosses over the Dawesville Cut bridge and the speed limit goes from 
70 kilometres an hour to 80 kilometres an hour, back to 70 kilometres an hour, up to 90 kilometres an hour, then up 
to 100 kilometres an hour near St Damien’s Catholic Primary School. People who take their children to and from 
Ocean Road Primary School and St Damien’s Catholic Primary School in Dawesville are pulling out onto a road 
that is going from stationary to 100 kilometres an hour. I appreciate that the focus of what we see on Old Coast Road 
has probably not moved with the nature of change that has occurred in the southern portion of my district when it 
comes to primary school children, in particular, using crossings and their parents taking them to and from school. 
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As part of the petition, in which we have over 340 signatures, I would like to recognise Councillor Tahlia Jones 
and Councillor Merv Darcy, who have helped drive that community campaign. They are exceptional representatives 
for the area and reflect the concerns of the community. As part of my grievance here, our simple appeal to the 
minister is to consider, even on a trial basis, the option of better lighting and refuge improvements to ensure that 
people are aware that children are crossing to go to school from a bus. This is effectively it. I realise there are 
issues with budgeting, but the Old Coast Road is an area that we believe has not kept up with the needs and 
changing nature of that community. It might need to see a speed reduction, which would be widely supported by 
people in my district, for continuity so cars would not be going from 70 kays to 80 kays, to 70 kays, to 90 kays, to 
100 kays. It would keep that consistent. I am sure the community would support the infrastructure change. 
I appreciate the minister taking my grievance this morning. 
MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.53 am]: Thank you to the member for Dawesville 
for raising this grievance. 
First, I would like to pass on my congratulations to the member for Scarborough for the position of Leader of the 
Opposition and also to the member for Nedlands for the position of Deputy Leader of the Opposition. It is an 
interesting time in WA politics. Unfortunately, I was not here last night to see it all unfold but I was receiving 
updates about how it all happened. It was very Gillard–Rudd-ish, in a sense, as it happened over the 7.00 pm news 
bulletin, was it not? 
I thank the member for the grievance. Soon after being elected, the member wrote to me regarding these safety 
concerns. The nature of that road has changed over time. We see that in the peri-urban areas, and in the Peel region 
and the south west in particular, major distributor roads are becoming roads servicing schools and significant housing 
estates. This is a challenge. Looking across the north, east, south and south west of the Peel region, significant 
population growth has seen the nature of these roads change, and this is a good example of that. Main Roads is 
aware of the environmental changes that have happened along there. The most recent traffic counts for Old Coast 
Road in Falcon, south of Pleasant Grove Circle, is 21 600 vehicles a day, and 16 000 vehicles a day on the Wannanup 
section, north of Princeton Drive. 
Main Roads has initially liaised with the WA Police Force’s children’s crossing unit, which is different from an 
article that I read, so I do not know exactly what transpired. However, it has no record of an application being 
made for a guard-controlled crossing on Old Coast Road in Wannanup, so maybe that is something to follow up 
on. This process goes through that unit, so it may be something that the schools, the member for Dawesville and 
the parents and citizens could work together on. Main Roads has investigated alternative options, such as traffic 
signals with a pedestrian crossing phase—this was not considered to be a reasonable option—and a signalised 
pedestrian crossing, which may be a feasible option. It will need to go through the appropriate processes within 
Main Roads to ascertain its viability. 
More generally on this issue and in response to the issues the member raised, a road safety review was undertaken 
in July 2018 on 6.5 kilometres of Old Coast Road from Mercedes Avenue to Bailey Boulevard. The traffic 
indicated that the speeds were consistent with the speed limit that was set. It identified that some of the existing 
pedestrian path crossings across Old Coast Road were in poor condition and needed to be repaired. Ten pedestrian 
crossings locations along this section of Old Coast Road were inspected, and it was found that some pedestrians 
were not using them, which is often an issue when people want to take the shortest route rather than using the 
paths, which is something we need to continue to raise awareness on. Some bus stops along Old Coast Road are 
configured to pedestrian paths that do not guide individuals to cross behind the bus, which is a significant issue. 
Also, motorists exiting Ocean Road and turning left onto Old Coast Road were edging forward into the traffic lane 
to enhance visibility, as right turning traffic out of Ocean Road impacts sightlines. 
In relation to these findings, a copy of the review was sent to the City of Mandurah and it is assessing the issues 
relating to its control and the quality of the pedestrian-related matters, in particular. Main Roads is also currently 
designing amendments to the hold line for right turning traffic out of Ocean Road to improve sightlines for motorists 
turning left onto Old Coast Road. This should be finalised by the end of June 2019. In relation to a school crossing, 
Falcon Primary School is required to undertake a site survey and work through the WA police Children’s Crossing 
and Road Safety Committee. This is some of the information that has already been distributed and that the member 
is aware of. Main Roads would benefit significantly in working with the city on the pedestrian issues. The other 
issues raised today, primarily signage and lighting, are things that there should be no reason why we cannot 
improve along the roads. I will take that back to Main Roads. Warnings and people being aware of changing 
conditions have always been very important in relation to signing. Main Roads is not initially supportive of a speed 
reduction, which is similar to the member for Hillarys’ views on speed reductions. It is not supportive of speed 
reductions in this area. The member made the point about the changing speed along Old Coast Road. When I am 
driving, I always find constantly changing speed limits a little bit difficult. I will ask Main Roads to revisit that 
area around the school to see if there is anything else that can be done. 
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